Renaissance Health
Key Individuals

Important factors aﬀec ng change

Andres Vesalius: Italian anatomist who
ques oned the accuracy of Galen’s work
because it was largely based on animals.
He encouraged medical prac oners to
use their own ideas and experience. He
insisted on dissec ons for medical students and published detailed illustra ons.

Religion: As several individuals began to
disprove the works of Galen the influence of
religion on medicine began to decrease. The
Church s ll discouraged dissec ons but
many stopped listening towards the end of
the period.

William Harvey: English doctor, who was
the personal doctor to the monarchy. He
discovered that blood could not be burned
up and that it circulates the body. His published works began to end the influence of
Galen.

Role of the Individual: Individual genius and
enquiry became hugely significant to the
development of medicine. One a er another
individuals created be er and more eﬀec ve
treatments. They spread their work more
eﬀec vely than in the medieval period.

Thomas Sydenham: English doctor who
argued that doctors should visit the sick
and not the other way around. He also
encouraged a more systema c way of
approaching disease and that cures must
be specific to the disease they are curing.
Edward Jenner: Bri sh doctor who improved the preven on of the deadly disease, Smallpox. He replaced the previous
treatment of inocula on for smallpox with
a much safer and cheaper vaccina on.

These three images are good examples of the progress beginning to be
made during the early modern period. They show that medical knowledge
of the body was improving, though s ll not perfect, that doctors were beginning to take steps to protect themselves from becoming infected whilst
they treated pa ents and finally they show that the circula on of blood
through the body was star ng to be understood.

You need to apply your knowledge in order to substan ate explanaons to the following key ques ons:
Describe what the Renaissance was.
Explain how the Renaissance helped contribute to improved medical
knowledge and prac ce.
Assess the impact of key individuals on the development of medicine.
Evaluate: the extent of progress during the Early Modern Period.

War: War con nued to give surgeons a
chance to develop their understanding of
the human body, as well as improve their
surgical skills. Though perhaps less important than in the medieval period because
doctors were beginning to dissect outside
the ba lefield.
Communica on: The inven on of the
prin ng press, highly detailed illustra ons
and less suppression by the Church all contributed to communica on becoming hugely
significant in this period.

